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1 This international preliminary examination report hae been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and Is transmWed to the apprK;ant according to Artlple 38. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of S sheets, Including this cover sheet, 

H This reoort is also accompanied by ANNEXES. I.e, sheets of the description, clalryis andbr drawings which have 
Sen aSS^^ the basis for this report and^r sheets containing ratifications made before this Authority 

(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 4 sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following Hems: 

' Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establlshment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and Industrial appOcablllty 
Lack of unity of Invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ll) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appHcabillty; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects In the International application 
Certain observations on the intemational application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY „ . r>nrin^ n-^mftOQ 

EXA|MiNATION R EPORT tntematlonal apptlcatton No. PCTAaP U^aj/O^^ 

I, Basis of tho report 

^ lA/itK ro^arH tn th« «iamsnta of the international application (Repfacement sheets which have been furnished to 
mTrZ^fnS^^^ under Article 14 ere referred to in this ^n as ^ongmalty filed' 

andTrS!^^^^^^ since they do not contain amendments (Rules m 1 6 and 70. 1 7)y. 



Dasorlpt1on» Pages 

2^ 4-1 3 as originally f Hed 

^ ^ 3 filed with telefax on 06.09.2004 

Claims, Numbers 

6-12, 19, 20 as originally filed 

1 -5, 1 3-1 8 "led with telefax on 06.09.2004 

Drswlngs, Sheets 

1 /9-9>& as originally filed 

2> With reaard to the languaae, all the elements marked above were available or fumlshed to this Authority in the 
^' Ku^?e S whteh tSS^SeKnal application was filed, unless othenAnse Indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which Is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the International search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the Intemational application (under Rule 48,3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andA>r 55.3), 

3. With regard to any nucleotide sndibr amino acid sequence disclosed in the internatto^^ application, the 
inl^emXnal preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained In the intemational application in written fomn. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written forni* 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority In computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
In the intemational application as filed has been fumlshed. 

□ The statement that the Information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has tjeen fumlshed. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos,: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT - International appiieatlon No. PCT/GB oaOgeoQ 

(^j;f^comBnt sheet containing such an^n^fmsn^ , 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (JA) 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY - international applicatton No. PCT/GB 03/02699 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET . 

V 

I 

1 . There are in the present application three independent claims, namely no.1 , 5 and 
14. ' . 

2. The following objection i$ raised. Although claims 1 , 5 and 14 have been drafted 
as separate independent claims, they appear to relate effectively to the same 
subject-matter, I.e. "a dispenser formed by a combination of a holder enclosing a 

' collapsible contained. They appear to differ from each other only with regard to 
the wording used for the definition of the subject-matter for which protection le 
sought. The aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness (Article 6 POT). 

3. The document DE-A-44 29 661 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the 
subject-matter of the Independent claims. It discloses a dispenser lovmed by a 
combination of a holder enclosing a collapsible container, but does not disclose a 
holder which comprises: a resiliently-biased part In order to return the container, 
once compressed, towards its uncompressed (uncollapsed) condition. 

This particular featiire^is not disclosed In the present form In any of the available 
documents and is considered as involving an inventive step. 

3.1 Thus the present application meets the criteria of Article 33 PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1 , 5 and 1 4 is new and does involve an inventive step in 
the sense of Article 33(2) (3) PCT. 

4 The embodiment of the invention described on pages 1 2, 13 and shown in figures 
9 to 12 do not fall within the scope of claims 1 , 5 or 14, because the container 
enclosed in the holder should not be compressed for dispensing the dispensable 
material, as defined in the independent claims. This inconsistency between the 
claims and the description leads to doubt concerning the matter for which 
protection is sought, thereby rendering the claims unclear (Article 6 PCT). 

5. The Independent claims are not appropriately drafted In the two-part forrn (Rule 
6.3(b)(1) (ii) PCT). 

The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

6. The prior art (DE-A-44 29 661 ) Is not Identified in the description (Rule 5.1 (a)(li) 
PCT). 
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ttay b« t>y op^ra^lon of a hand«*cp«rattt4 or otHar pump 
noun'tttd on holder. 

According to m f aature of th« prasmt invention a hand^ 
aouott^able dispanaar comprisaa a container for liquid or 
o^her material t:o be dispenaed, t:he container being 
oompreaaibXe for diapanaing the liquid _pr other material 
therefrom^ and e hollar for at leaat partially oncXoeing 
a coapreaaible or otherwlae collapaible container of 
liquid or other diapenaable material, wherein the holder 
hae a z-eailiently-biaaed part which ia aqueesable by hand 
onto the Cbntainar againat the reallient bias for 
cov^reaeing the container from ita uncompreaaed 
condition^ and %i^ich ia for ehgagement with the container 
to return the container towarda ita uncompreaaed 
conaition under the action of the reailient biaa when 
squeezing la relaxed. 

in accoraance with another aspect of the invention^ there 
ia provided a holder for combination with a corapreaaible 
or otherviae collapsible container of liquid or other 
diapenaable material, wherein the holder compriaee a body 
for at leaat partially enclosing the container inaerted 
therein, and the body has a part which is for an^agenent 
with the container and which ia reailiently biaeed to act 
via thia engagament to reaiat collapae of the container 
and thereby to the extant the container coilapsea during 
diapenaing of the liquid or other material, to return it 
towards ita uncollapaed condition* 

The resilientlybiaaed part of the holder mey comprlee a 
limb having a elide that ia operable aalectively for 
extensi on or retraction from it. The limb may be one or 
two llmba for atraddling and engaging the~container, end 
in these circumstances the two limbs may be aplayed out 
reailiently from one another from an interconnecting top- 
aaction of the holder, so that the holder ia 
Bubatantially of a U-conf iguration. 
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1. A dispmaBr comprising a coiit«in«r for liqpiid or othsr 
ma^sriaX ba dlppeiiMd^ th« container b«ing of a 
colliipsibltt form, unci a hoia«r for at laast partially 
enclosing the contalnor, wharaln tlia holder hu 7 part: 
vnlch is for engagement with the container and which ie 
reeiliently biased to act via this engagement to resist 
collapse of the conteinar and thereby to the extent the 
container collapses during diepeneing of the li<iuid or 
other materiel, to return it towards its uncollepsed 
condition. , 

2. A dispsnser according to Claim 1 wherein the 
reailiently-biased part projects into a part of the 
container to engage the container es aforesaid. 

3. A dispenser according to Claims 1 or Claim 2 wherein 
tine container has an external shoulder^ and t;he holder has 
one or more projections for abutment with the shoulder in 

retaining the container within the holder. 

• 

4. A dispenear according to eny one of Claims 1 to 3 
wherein a hand-operable pump is carried by the holder for 
drawing off liquid or other material contained by the 
container » 

5. A hand^'squeezable dispenser comprising a container for 
liguid or other material to be diepensed, the container 
being compressible for dispensing the liquid or other 
material therefrom, and a holder for at least partially 
enclosing a compreaedrble-or^tiierwise collapsible containexr' 
of liquid or other dispensable material, wherein the holder 
has a reslliently-biasad part which is squeezable by hend 
onto the container against the resilient bias for 
covv>ressing the container from its uncompressed condition, 
and which is for engagement with the container to return 
the container towards its uncompressed condition under the* 
action of the resilient bias when squeezing is relaxed * 



Erapf.zeit:(3B/09/2CI04 19:36 




IR930 P.Q06 



16/12/2004 22:14 +44-1494-678267 GRAHAM COLEB & CO PAGE 27 



B&/B9/2Be4 18: 41 +44-1494-671 



GRAHAH Ga£S ft CO 



FW3E B7 



16 

X3 



xa A dlap«n«ar .ccording to Claim 12 %rh»rai« th« 
.„9ag«»«nt of i:h- with the cnitLt: i. -UCh that th* 

outlet iB closed wMl. th« Wbar i- In it. ••cond 

conal^ion* — 

i4 A holdar for eo«X»liiatloii with « coiipra««ii>la or 
oth.rwi.« collap-ibl- container of liquid or otn.r 

di.pan.ahl- ..t«:i.l in P^^^^- ^.^i^^^^ rorT..a.t 
»at«ri«l. whar-in th. holder comprise- - »oay 
partially enclo-mg the conteiner inserted therein, and th. 
Ldy ha. a part which i. for enga,«»ent with the container 
.nd Which ia reailiently bia.ed to act via thl. engagement 
to re-iet collap«e of the container and thereby to the 
oxtent the container collapaee during dl.pen.ing of the 
liquid or other material, to return it toward- it- 
uneollap^ed condition. 

15. A holder according to Claim 1* wherein the 
re.ili.ntly-bia-ed part co»prl— a limb of the holder 
having a .lide that i. operable eelectively for extanmion 
or retraction from tha limb. 

16 A holder according to claim 15 wherein the limb 1- one 
of two limba for etraddling -nd engaging the container. 

17. A holder according to Claim 16 wherain the two limbe 
are -played out reailiently from one another from an 
interconnecting top-section of the holder. 

18. A holder according to Claim 17 wherein the top-mectlon 
ha- a cap or Lid that cov-erB-lH aperture in the top- 
aection. the cap or lid ie -alectivaly movable between an 
open condition in which it is clear of the aperture and . 
closed condition in which it covers th« aperture, and 
wherein an interlock between the slide and the cap or lid 
precludes novement of the cap or lid into its closed 
condition While the slide is retracted. 
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